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that the author used in the preparation of his history are not 
recorded more completely ; or why certain omissions occur — for 
example, Dr. Lardner's classic treatise of 1849-50, which, by the 
way, is not even mentioned in the text; or why some entries are 
made under "T" because their titles commence with the definite 
article. Where the sources are so miscellaneous, a classified and 
annotated list is a moral obligation; carelessly prepared lists are 
literary lese-majeste. 

Mr. Pratt deals with a branch of economic history, of which our 
knowledge is curiously uneven. Much hard digging must be the 
lot of anyone who aims at a thoroughly satisfactory treatment. 
This research Mr. Pratt has not done to any extensive degree, 
probably conceiving that, for the purpose he had in view, it was 
unnecessary. But, as a consequence, the book suffers from the 
point of view of the student; and even to the general reader, its 
value is impaired. There is a distinct lack of proportion. The 
part played by canal navigation is inadequately brought out ; the 
material progress of railway communication during the half 
century following 1840-1850 is scarcely noted; except in the 
earlier chapters, the author fails to bring into sufficient relief the 
relation between the development of inland transportation and the 
economic advance of the country; the results of the commission 
regulation of the acts of 1873 and 1888 receive little consideration, 
and so on. On the other hand, Mr. Pratt gives disproportionate 
attention to the highways, though, on the whole, this is the most 
successful part of the book. For a history limited to five hundred 
pages, his description of the present status of the railway industry 
is full to the point of distention. In numerous places, the narra- 
tive could have been compressed with advantage, and the space 
thus made available used for expansion elsewhere. 

But though in this work Mr. Pratt has not done full justice to 
his own great abilities, the fact must not be overlooked that he has 
brought together within the compass of his volume much scattered 
material, and thereby has made intelligible to all, for the first time, 
the fascinating story of the development of England's transporta- 
tion system. And this is no small achievement. 

Ebnest Ritson Dewsntjf. 

University of Illinois. 
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